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TN THF TTNTTED STATF.S PATEN T AND TRADFM ARK OFFICE 



In Re: Patent Application of 

Walter W. Eckman 

Conf.No.: Not Yet Assigned 

Appln. No. Not Yet Assigned 

Filed: December 9, 2003 



Anticipated Group Art Unit: 3732 



Examiner: Not Yet Assigned 

Attorney Docket 
No:. 10800-3U3 



For: DISKECTOMY INSTRUMENT AND METHOD 

TTVirow M A TTON DISCLOS TTRF. STATEMENT 

Enclosed is an Information Disclosure Citation Form PTO/SB/08A listing 
documents which may be material to the patentability of this application and/or for which there 
may be a duty to disclose in accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1 .56. 

The filing of this Information Disclosure Statement shall not be construed as an 
admission that any of the listed documents constitutes prior art, nor as an admission against 
interest in any manner. 

In accordance with the official waiver posted July 1 1 , 2003, wherein the U.S. 
Patent and Trademark Office officially waives the requirement under 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(a)(2)(i) 
for submitting copies of each cited U.S. Patent and U.S. Patent Application Publications with 
respect to applications filed after June 30, 2003, we have not included copies of such cited U.S. 
patent and U.S. Patent Application Publications. However, we will provide copies upon request. 



7103475 vl 



1 



It is respectfully requested that this Information Disclosure Statement and the 
documents listed on the attached Form PTO/SB/08A be considered and acknowledged by the 
Examiner in connection with the above-identified patent application, be made of record therein, 
and that the listed documents be cited in the issued patent. 



Respectfully submitted, 
WALTER W.ECKMAN 



(Date) // JOHN D. SIMMONS 

// Registration No. 52,225 
iy AKIN GUMP STRAUSS HAUER & FELD LLP 
One Commerce Square 
2005 Market Street, Suite 2200 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-7086 
Telephone: 215-965-1200 
Direct Dial: 215-965-12689 
Facsimile: 215-965-1210 
E-Mail: jsimmons@akingump.com 

JDS/KRH:ccr 
Enclosures 
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Form PTO/SB/08A 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(use as many sheets as necessary) 


Complete if Known 


Application Number 


Not Yet Assigned 


Filing Date 


December 9, 2003 


First Named Inventor 


Walter W. Eckman 


Group Art Unit 


3732 (Anticipated) 


Examiner Name 


Not Yet Assigned 


Sheet 11 1 of 1 1 


Attorney Docket Number 


10800-3U3 



Exr Initials 


U.S. 

U.S. Patent Document 

Number Kind Code (if 
known) 


PATENT DOCUMENTS 

Name of Inventor or Applicant of Cited Document 


Date of Publication of 

V_/1LCU lAJtUIIICIU 

MM-YYYY 




3,967,377 




WpIIc 
Wcllo 


07-1976 




4,473,076 




Williamc of nl 


09-1984 




4,499,898 




ivnepaiiiciu VI HI. 


02-1985 




4,884,569 




T7pHprA\/ of nl 
rcUvIUV et ui. 


12-1989 




5,203,865 




oiepser 


04-1993 




5,209,799 




Vioil 

vigil 


05-1993 




5,403,276 




QrViprhtpr pt nl 


04-1995 




5,445,639 




If nclirti Pt nl 


08-1995 




5,620,453 




1 1 flkri ^hn flti 

IN all&M IdliilCul 


04-1997 




5,645,549 




RcwH pt n.1 

\j\jj\X e* u»i 


07-1997 




5,669,876 




Schechter et al 

UVllVViitVl w» Mfi 


09-1997 




5,685,840 




Schechter et al 


11-1997 




5,797,939 




Yoon 


08-1998 




5,827,305 




Gordon 


10-1998 




5,833,692 




Cesarini et al. 


11-1998 




5,885,292 




Moskovitz et al. 


03-1999 




5,908,432 




Pan 


06-1999 




5,935,144 




Estabrook 


08-1999 




5,928,239 




Mirza 


07-1999 




6,171,312 




Beaty 


01-2001 \ 




6,383,188 


B2 


Kuslich et al. 


05-2002 




2002/0138078 


Al 


Chappuis 


09-2002 























Exr Initials 


FOREIGN PATE 

Foreign Patent Document 


DOCUMENTS 

Name of Inventor or Applicant of Cited 
Document 


Date of 
Publication of 
Cited Document 
MM-YYYY 


Ti 


Country Number Kind Code 
Code (if known) 































Exr 

Initials 


OTHER PRIOR ART - NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 

Include Name of first Author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (where appropriate), title of the item (book, 
magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), volume-issue number(s), page(s), date (in parentheses). If a book, 
also include publisher and city and/or county where published. _ 





























I Examiner 




Date 


I 


I Signature 




Considered 
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